
POTSI index: Posterior Trunk Symmetry Index, parameter of assessment of the surface trunk 

deformity in scoliosis, described by Suzuki et al. (1, 2), is a key parameter to assess deformity in the 

coronal plane. Eight specific points at the surface of the patient’s back are required. POTSI is 

relatively simple to measure, even on regular photography of the back. Ideal POTSI is zero, meaning 

full symmetry of the back surface. Normal values were reported to be below 27 (2,3). POTSI is very 

sensitive in revealing any frontal plane asymmetry.  

   

POTSI = FAI-C7 + FAI-A + FAI-T + HDI-S + HDI-A + HDI-T 

 

FAI-C7 - Frontal Asymmetry Index C7  

 
FAI-A – Frontal Asymmetry Index Axillar   

 
FAI-T - Frontal Asymmetry Index Trunk 

 
HDI-S – Height Difference Index Shoulder 

 
HDI-A - Height Difference Index Axillar 

 
HDI-T – Height Difference Index Trunk 
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